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Abstract 

 

The geological attributes and presence of the Edwards Plateau exerted a powerful influence on the history of the Texas Hill Country during the 

late 19th century. The Plateau is an immense tableland that covers more than 25,000 square miles of west-central Texas, the geomorphic 

expression of the resistant Edwards Limestone. Rainfall sinks into permeable limestone terranes on top of the Plateau rather than running off. 

Because the formations underlying the porous Edwards Limestone are relatively impervious, water accumulates in the lower Edwards, forming 

an extensive unconfined regional aquifer which is the source of all the springs around the Plateau margins The consequences of this geology 

are unusual: a vast, elevated, waterless plain, dissected around its margins by limestone canyons fed by perennial springs that form the 

headwaters of all the rivers in central Texas.  

 

Because of its rugged margins and the absence of dependable surface water on top, the Plateau was a formidable wilderness barrier to 

permanent habitation. Early regional roads, as well as the Western Beef Trail, mostly skirted the Plateau. Marauding Indians used the thick-

turfed plateau uplands as wilderness war trails to fall suddenly upon unsuspecting settlements around the plateau margins, thus inhibiting 

permanent settlement.  

 

In 1873, opportunistic Anglo-Celtic cattlemen and homesteaders began settling the apron of stream-laced lands that bordered the Edwards 

Plateau on the east. Criminal confederations took root in isolated locations for many reasons: 1) sparse population; 2) lack of organized 

government and Law; 3) access to northbound trail herds; 4) clandestine livestock markets along the Mexican border; 5) abundant hiding 

places around the dissected margins of the Plateau; and 6) adjacent wilderness as a waiting refuge from pursuing lawmen.  

 

Sustained campaigns by Texas Rangers, aiding fearful settlers and beleaguered county lawmen, gradually brought order to the region. New 

technologies ended the friontier period. Regional railroads skirting the Edwards Plateau put an end to the cattle drives. The plateau uplands 
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began to be settled when cable-tool drilling and windmills provided reliable water from the Edwards aquifer, and barbed wire allowed ranchers 

to control grazing. The frontier era in the western Hill Country was over.  
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EDWARDS PLATEAU, WEST TEXAS, 1870 



TEN RIVERS ORIGINATE FROM EDWARDS PLATEAU 



HILL COUNTRY

DRAINAGE AREA

CROSS-SECTION, HYDROLOGY OF EDWARDS AQUIFERS 



PHYSIOGRAPHY - EDWARDS PLATEAU 



MILITARY POSTS, ROADS, & WESTERN BEEF TRAIL 



EDWARDS PLATEAU - A BARRIER TO SETTLEMENT



BARRIER TO FRONTIER SETTLEMENT:

• Reliable Water Around Margins, not on Top

• Margins Steep and Rocky

• Top was a Wilderness 

(Indian Raiders, Anglo Outlaws)

• Roads Circumvented the Plateau

• Isolated Some Settlements



INDIAN RAIDERS IN HILL COUNTRY-

EDWARDS PLATEAU AFTER 1865

>  NORTHERN PLAINS INDIANS -- UNTIL ~1875

Comanche (Penataka, Kwahadi), Kiowa

>  MEXICAN INDIANS -- UNTIL ~1882

Kickapoo, Lipan, Seminole, Mescalero 



MEXICAN INDIAN SETTLEMENTS AND BORDER RAIDS, 1865-1880





ISOLATION OF UPPER LLANO RIVERS



WHY WERE OUTLAWS ATTRACTED 

TO FORKS OF THE LLANO?

1. Unpopulated region

2. Open range, ample streams for water

3. Criminal markets accessible

4. Natural hiding places around Plateau margins

5. Adjacent wilderness (Plateau top)

6. NO LAW





MILITARY POSTS, ROADS, & WESTERN BEEF TRAIL, 1875 



END OF FRONTIER PERIOD, 

EDWARDS PLATEAU

1. IMPOSED ORDER ALLOWS RULE OF LAW

2. RELIABLE WATER ON PLATEAU:

 Cable-tool Drilling to Aquifer

 Windmills Lift Water to Surface

3. BARBED-WIRE FENCING

4. SUPPRESSION OF MEXICAN INDIAN RAIDING

5. RAILROADS (T.P. AND S.P.) 



CLOSE OF FRONTIER PERIOD, WEST TEXAS, 1882 



Putting Human Faces and Events 

On the Historical Summary . . .
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STAGECOACH AT BEN FICKLIN 
(FT. CONCHO), 1876





















DUBLIN – POTTER FAMILY EVENTS, 

SPRING, 1880 - SPRING, 1881

1. POTTERS DISCOVER THEIR HOMESTEADS HAVE BEEN 

PRE-EMPTED (SPRING, 1880) 

2. TOM POTTER’S HALF-BREED SONS FRANK, JOHN & 

“INDIAN JIM” JOIN UNCLE J. K. P. POTTER & GEORGE 

CLEVELAND HORSE-STEALING RING (SPRING, 1880) 

3. TOM POTTER DIES MYSTERIOUSLY, AGE 48 (JUNE, 1880)  

4. CONVICTION OF POTTER & DUBLIN SONS FOR MAIL 

ROBBERY IN FEDERAL COURT, AUSTIN  (SEPT., 1880) 

5. PATRIARCH JIMMY DUBLIN, AGE 61, ABANDONS FAMILY 

(SPRING, 1881)

6. DUBLIN FAMILY MOVES WITH POTTER FAMILY TO 

BURNET CO (SPRING, 1881)



























DEC. 1886: DUBLINS AND POTTERS 

PARDONED, RELEASED FROM 

FEDERAL PRISON!!!
BACKGROUND:

1. July, 1882: Rube Boyce acquitted at retrial when 

Bill Allison’s testimony is discredited.  

2. Pardons in related cases when Jury Coercion 

by Federal Marshals is established (1882-1884). 

3. Spring, 1886: Tom Moody (fellow inmate at 

Chester Prison) confesses to Dec. 15, 1877 

stage robbery at Peg Leg Crossing. 

4. Dublins & Potters admit to Peg Leg robberies, 

but not the one they were convicted for.





WHAT BECAME OF THE DUBLINS & 

POTTERS AFTER PARDONS IN  

DECEMBER, 1886?

1. BOTH  FAMILIES MOVED TO  W. TEXAS/ N. MEXICO

2. FAMILY INTERMARRIAGES:

 Roll Dublin married Lizzie Potter

 Dell Dublin married Mary Ellen Potter

 Charley Dublin married  Roberta  Potter

 Bill Potter married  Maggie May Dublin

3. ROLL  & DELL DUBLIN WERE FOUNDING MEMBERS OF 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, MIDLAND, TEXAS

4. ROLL DUBLIN  BECAME VP & DIRECTOR OF MIDLAND  

NATIONAL BANK, DIED  A WEALTHY MAN IN 1919



END OF FRONTIER PERIOD, 

EDWARDS PLATEAU

1. IMPOSED ORDER ALLOWS RULE OF LAW

2. RELIABLE WATER ON PLATEAU:

 Cable-tool Drilling to Aquifer

 Windmills Lift Water to Surface

3. BARBED-WIRE FENCING

4. SUPPRESSION OF MEXICAN INDIAN RAIDING

5. RAILROADS (T.P. AND S.P.) 



Influence of Edwards Plateau on Frontier Settlement:

ENDURING VERITIES CONFIRMED

1. Establishment of Order precedes Rule of Law

2. Tribalism Resists the Power of the State

3. Clandestine Markets Sustain Criminal Enterprises

4. Geology and Technology Influenced Settlement


