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Abstract

It is a common requirement that oil and gas development must necessarily coexist with a range of sensitivities, from pristine wetlands and rare
ecosystems to crucial habitat for threatened or endangered species. But where is the data? Locating, validating, and compiling this data has
often proved difficult. That is about to change.

The Western Governors Association (WGA) recently announced an effort to consolidate and serve crucial habitat data in an online
environment set to debut in December 2013. The WGA data viewing tool will display information on important wildlife habitat and corridors
across 16 western states. The viewer tool leverages a preceding effort where member states (Figure 1 and_Figure 2) utilized Crucial Habitat
Assessment Tools (CHAT) to identify key areas.

The crucial habitat data will be useful to broad planning, from siting well pads to routing roads and gathering systems. The WGA’s process and
outcome are an excellent example of collaborative planning and data delivery using ArcGIS.

Websites Cited

For more information:
http://www.westgov.org/initiatives/wildlife/380-chat/#CHAT _states

To see specific examples:
Wyoming:  http:/wisdom.wygisc.org/
Arizona: http://habimap.org/
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Figure 1. Webpage from Wyoming Interagency Spatial Database & Online Management System (WISDOM), showing example of interface
and data available. Web accessed 8 March, 2013: http://wisdom.wygisc.org/
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Figure 2. Webpage of HabiMap from Arizona. Web accessed 8 March, 2013: http://habimap.org/
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