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Abstract 
 
Combined flow, which commonly refers to a combination of unidirectional and wave‐induced oscillatory flow, is omnipresent in natural 
environments and generates a range of bedforms on sandy bottoms. However, few experimental studies have focused on the relationship 
between the morphology and flow conditions of combined‐flows. Arnott and Southard (1990), Dumas et al. (2005), and Takagawa (2009) 
examined, relatively long (> 8sec) oscillatory periods, while Yokokawa (1995) and Sekiguchi and Yokokawa (2008) examined shorter period 
(<2 sec) waves. There is thus a wide range of unexplored conditions for such bedforms, especially with intermediate oscillatory periods. 
Recently, Perillo et al. (2009) reported examples with 5 sec period and in the present paper we describe one set of conditions for a 4 and 6 sec 
period. Experiments were conducted using the Large Oscillatory Water‐Sediment Tunnel (LOWST) in the University of Illinois, which has a 
test section 12.5 m long, 0.8 m wide, and 1.2 m high. Half of the tunnel height was filled with uniform 250 μm diameter sand. The oscillatory 
velocity was fixed at 25 cm/sec, whilst the superimposed unidirectional velocities, Uu, were varied between 0 and 40 cm/sec. Longitudinal 
one‐beam sonar data was obtained every 30 sec to measure the bed morphology and its spatio‐temporal development. In these conditions, 
distinctive bedform types were observed:  
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2D Ripples, 3D Symmetric Small Ripples (SSR), Asymmetric Small Ripples (ASR), Asymmetric Large Ripples (ALR) with rounded 
crests, and dune‐like ALR.  

Short descriptions of each bedform are:  
 2D Ripples: Symmetrical, straight‐crested ripples with sharp crests, with wavelength (λ) of about 20‐30 cm. 
 3D‐SSR: Nearly symmetric ripples with sharp crests but whose crestlines were discontinuous.  
 ASR: Asymmetric ripples with λ of about 15cm, discontinuous crestlines.  
 ALR with rounded crests: Asymmetric current‐affected ripples with rounded crests, λ of about 20‐30 cm.  
 Dune‐like ALR: Asymmetric bedforms with a λ of about 60 cm.  

From these results, we recognize three boundaries in the combined flow "phase diagram":  
a) 2D to 3D between Uu = 5 and 10 cm/s for 6sec and Uu = 10 and 20 cm/s for 4sec, 
b) symmetrical to asymmetrical ripples at Uu = 10 and 20 cm/ s for both 6 sec and 4sec, and  
c) a bedform size boundary, between small and large ripples, at Uu = 20 and 30 cm/s for both 6 and 4 sec. 

We show how, compared with the previous studies, the present experiments appear to show an effect of oscillation period on the boundaries 
of the bedform phase‐diagram. 
 

Selected References 
 
Arnott, R.W. and J.B. Southard, 1990, Exploratory flow-duct experiments on combined-flow bed configurations, and some implications for 
interpreting storm-event stratification: Journal of Sedimentary Petrology, v. 60/2, p. 211-219. 
 
Dumas, S., R.W.C. Arnott, and J.B. Southard, 2005, Experiments on oscillatory-flow and combined-flow bed forms; implications for 
interpreting parts of the shallow-marine sedimentary record: Journal of Sedimentary Research, v. 75/3, p. 501-513. 
 
Myrow, P.M. and J.B. Southard, 1991, Combined-flow model for vertical stratification sequences in shallow marine storm-deposited beds: 
Journal of Sedimentary Research, v. 61/2, p. 202-210. 
 
Sekiguchi, T. and M. Yokokawa, 2008, An experiment of combined-flow bedforms: Japanese Geomorphological Union, v. 29/1, p. 69. 
 
Southard, J.B., 1991, Experimental determination of bed-form stability:  Annual Review of Earth and Planetary Sciences, v. 19, p. 423-455. 
 
Yokokawa, M, 1995, Combined-flow ripples; genetic experiments and applications for geologic records: Memoirs of the Faculty of Science 
Kyushu University Series D, Earth and Planetary Sciences, v. 29/1, p. 1-38. 



1 - Dept. of Geology, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, U.S.A.
2 - Ven Te Chow Hydrosystems Lab., University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, U.S.A. 

3 - Osaka Institute of Technology, Hirakata, Osaka, Japan,
4 - Terrestrial Environment Research Center, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan

5 - Dept. of Civil Engineering, The University of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, Japan
6 - Facultad de Ingeniería, Universidad Nacional de la Republica, Montevideo, Uruguay.

7 - Dept. of Geography, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, U.S.A.





1
2

3

4
5

12
4
5

3

Modified from Myrow & Southard, (1991). JSR



Southard (1991). Annual Review of Earth and Planetary Sciences



Ven Te Chow Hydrosystems Lab., University of Illinois

Large oscillating water-sediment tunnel











Names following Dumas, Arnott & Southard (2005). JSR







• Bed configurations under combined flows
• Symmetrical Small Ripples (SSR)
• Asymmetrical Small Ripples (ASR)
• Symmetrical Large Ripples (SLR) 
• Asymmetrical Large Ripples (ALR)
• Plane Bed (PB)

• First measurements in “Terra Incognita”
• Previous researchers measure up to 0.30 m/s. Present work up to 0.5 m/s.

• 2D-3D and Small-Large ripples transitions 



1 –Effect of wave period in the bed 
morphology of combined flows. 

Shorter/Longer periods?
2 – Storm Deposits

3 – Effects on cross-stratification as you 
increase the unidirectional flow.

Differences between Pure unidirectional 
flows vs. Combined flows.
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