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¨Exploration is not solely an intellectual problem. 

In a more complete form, it is a sequence of

imagination and conventional daring, followed 
then

by intellectual confirmation, and finally put in play 
by

guts and drive and determination.¨

John A. Master

¨ The Art of Exploration ¨
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What does it take to discover 
new oil or gas reserves?

making  level did not feel that the opportunity should be  tested.

¨a working petroleum system?¨
¨having the right level of investment?¨
¨having capacity of execution?¨ 
¨having somebody with the training and insight to be able to 
interpret data to form an image of that reservoir in their mind so 
that a proposal can be made to test it?¨

Even with all these conditions met, many commercial reservoirs 
have  not  been  discovered, because  someone, at  a  decision 



BiggestBiggest HurdleHurdle



ExplorationistsExplorationists havehave toto do do whatwhat theythey do best!do best!

When an oil finder is a proven one and has 
more control and authority, he or she will 
be able to test more opportunities, and in 
exploration the more times at bat, the 
better the chances of hitting a home run. 



ExplorationExploration DriversDrivers

A sense of accomplishment in the  
raison d´etre of my profession.

To prove wrong ideas that go against  
the grain of what exploration is all   
about, such as;

- ¨there are no more pools to be 
found¨ 

-¨there is nothing left to do in this 
mature area¨
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ClosingClosing RemarksRemarks

Be more a generalist than a specialist

Get in a decision making position

Take risks

If you force your heart and nerve to accept these 
challenges and have the Will to say to them ¨hold 
on¨, then yours is the Earth and all the oil and gas 

that are in it and -which is more- you´ll be great 
petroleum geologists, my friends!.  


	Daring to Find New �Oil and Gas Reserves

