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Structural interpretation of surface and subsurface data in Tunisia, allows us to recognize inversion structures expressed 
and recorded in the Paleogene sedimentary pile of the Atlas domain. This compressive episode is followed by a period of 
relative tectonic quiescence during Oligocene-Lower Miocene with development of extensional tectonic structures with 
slightly tilted panels, grabens and locally the development of listric normal faults linked to reactivation of the “décollement” 
surfaces. 
 
Comparison of the seismic and field data collected along the Atlas, in the Tellian domain as well as in the Eastern Tunisia 
foreland, allows us to propose a coherent tectonic scenario at the scale of Tunisia. In particular, we emphasise the role of 
the so-called “Atlas event” (Middle-Late Eocene), which was initially defined in Algeria but remains poorly known and 
defined in Tunisia. We will show that that the tectonic agenda defined in Tunisia is consistent with the one proposed 
elsewhere in the Maghreb allowing us to propose an unified view of the geodynamic evolution of the whole Atlas system. 
 
So, the Cenozoic tectonic history of the whole Maghreb seems to be dominated by two periods of uplifts (Middle-Late 
Eocene and Plio-Quaternary) separated by a period of subsidence during the Oligo-Miocene. The Oligo-Miocene is the 
period during which the convergence between Europe and Africa is accommodated by subduction, with slab roll-back and 
back-arc spreading, in the west Mediterranean. So the subsidence observed at the same time in the Africa plate can be 
linked to its flexuration in front of the moving Tell-Rif internal zones. 
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