Spectrum of US Natural Gas Resources
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1780 TCF 195 TCF 19 TCF

(NPC, 1999)

Figure 1. Amounts in TCF (trillions of cubic feet) of natural gas resources, reserves, and supply as reported by National Petroleum Council (1999).
Compared to the supply and reserves, the nation is amply endowed in natural gas resources. Further explanation in text.
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Figure 2. Capacity utilization of natural gas production plotted against twelve-month price volatility in recent years. Once the utilization reaches
85% or more, price swings have reached $1.00 to $3.00 per thousand cubic feet (mcf) (Energy Information Administration, 2001).
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*
The figures Approximately 29 TCF of the Rockies
shown are mean gas resources are closed to development and
technically recoverable 108 TCFare available with restrictions

*
resources Approximately 0.6 BB of the Rockies

oil resource is closed to development and
2.1 BB are available with restrictions

Qil Numbers are from Mineral Management Service, 2000 Map and Gas Figures from
(offshore) and US Geological Survey, 1995 (onshore) National Petroleum Council, December 1999

Figure 3. Mean technically recoverable volumes of oil and gas in United States subject to complete or partial restrictions. A significant amount of
nation’s natural gas endowment is not available for the nation’s needs. Various sources of data identified on the map. Further explanation in text.



