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Abstract 

 
Water is indispensable for oil and gas production. Its use in the process, however, is now under significant scrutiny as a result of 
environmental and health concerns, as well as unease over the volumes needed to extract oil and gas deposits. Moreover, the availability of 
water in various parts of the country is now limited due to dwindling local supplies and competing needs. As a result, oil and gas operators 
face a host of legal challenges - both for securing adequate quantities of water for extraction activities and for disposing of produced water - 
that could impede further oil and gas production activities. This presentation will discuss water law as it relates to oil and gas production and 
will consider the major water law-related challenges facing the industry. 
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Presenter’s notes: Water Demand in Texas: Projected to increase 22% percent b/w 2010 to 2060--From ~18 MAC/year to ~22 MAC/year.
Water Supply in Texas (surface water, groundwater, and reuse water): Projected to decrease ~10% b/w 2010 to 2060--From ~17.0 MAF/year to ~15.3 
MAF/year; Groundwater supplies projected to decrease 30%; From ~8 MAF/year to ~5.7 MAC/year. Decrease is primarily due to depletion of the 
Ogallala Aquifer and mandated reduced withdrawals in Gulf Coast Aquifer to prevent land subsidence.
Same trend across most of the US.
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Presenter’s notes: One of the chief reasons for growing demand is population growth, as illustrated by Texas. BUT, that not the sole reason.
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Presenter’s notes: In light of the decline of water supplies, water for mining activities can be (and has been increasingly) a controversial topic.

5



Presenter’s notes: While this is not necessarily a state-wide (or national) issue, it is certainly a local issue.
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Presenter’s notes: Texas is first state to require well-by-well disclosure of all ingredients of fracturing fluids being used anywhere in the state.
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Presenter’s notes: Exemptions under Energy Policy Act of 2005. UIC Program regulates the construction, operation, permitting, and closure of 
injection wells that place fluids underground for storage or disposal.
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