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ABSTRACT 
 

Hurricane Harvey ended a 12-year span in which no hurricanes of such intensity had made landfall in the United States. In a four-day period, 
many areas received more than 40 in (100 cm) of rain as the system slowly meandered over eastern Texas and adjacent waters, causing 
catastrophic flooding, with peak accumulations of 64.58 in (164.0 cm). The resulting floods inundated hundreds of thousands of homes, 
displaced more than 30,000 people, and prompted more than 17,000 rescues. This presentation will focus on the effects of the storm, what we 
learned, and how we can better gather data in the future, and also on how we as scientists can better understand, prepare and communicate our 
information to the public. 
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