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Antarctica is the only continent where no petroleum exploration wells have been drilled. Its petroleum
potential has been the subject of (mostly poorly informed) debate and political controversy. It is now
protected under the terms of the Madrid protocol to the Antarctic Treaty, but speculation continues.
This paper reviews the development of Antarctic sedimentary basins in the context of Jurassic-Tertiary
breakup of Gondwana and outlines current knowledge of the elements of potential petroleum systems.
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